
 
Good Friday or Good Wednesday 

 
The tradition of man teaches that Jesus was crucified on "Good Friday" and arose 

from the grave Sunday morning. The "Good Friday" principle does not allow for Jesus to 
be in the grave for "Three days and three nights" as he himself said he would be. Jesus 
said, "For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whales belly; so shall the Son of 
man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth" (Matt.12:40). Our Lord was 
precise, “Three days and three nights", 72 hours. If Jesus died on the cross on a Friday 
afternoon at about the ninth hour (aprox. 3:00 p.m.) and arose from the grave before 
dawn on Sunday, that only equates to just under two days.  
 

If this is true as it is being taught today, then Jesus is a liar and God’s word is not 
true. God forbid, for "He is not a man that he should lie", (Num.23:19) "Let every man be 
a liar, but let God’s word be true" (Romans 3:4).  
 

The crucifixion and resurrection of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, according to a 
thorough study of the Holy Scriptures, was on this wise: 

 
Late in the afternoon on a Tuesday, being the thirteenth of Nisan the first month 

in the Jewish year, the disciples of Jesus came and asked him, “Where shall we prepare 
the Passover meal? Remember on Tuesday evening (around 6 p.m.) at the going down of 
the sun, would be the beginning of Wednesday the fourteenth, (the Jewish day begins at 
sundown). As you can see the disciples were entering the preparation day and the starting 
of the fourteenth day. During that time, Wednesday was the Day of Preparation for the 
Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread. When evening was come (the ending of the 
thirteenth and now the beginning of the fourteenth day), Jesus sat down with the twelve 
disciples to eat. This was not the first day of THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD 
which GOD commanded to be on the fifteenth day! After the meal, Jesus went out into 
the garden to pray. It is there that Judas came with the chief priest and elders with swords 
and clubs, and betrayed Jesus with a kiss. They carried him away to the high priest, and 
then when morning came they delivered him to Pilate. It is still Wednesday the 
fourteenth, the preparation day of the Passover Lamb.  
 

Now during the day light of Wednesday, still the fourteenth of Nisan, is when all 
of Israel would be completing their final stages when the Passover lamb must be killed on 
that evening around 3 to 5 p.m., which would be towards the ending of the fourteenth at 
the going down of the sun. This is the same time Jesus died on the cross which was at the 
ninth hour of the day equivalent to 3 p.m. When the sun was to go down thereafter it 
would start the beginning of the fifteenth day of the week (Thursday during that time) 
which was the start of the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread Festival.  
 

At the third hour, 9 a.m. on Wednesday morning, Jesus was crucified on the cross. 
Darkness was over the whole land from the sixth hour (12 noon) until the ninth hour, 3 
p.m. About the ninth hour Jesus gave up the ghost; this time is equivalent to 3 p.m. on 
Wednesday which is the fourteenth day of the Nisan at even. Jesus died the exact same 



hour, on the same day, and in the same manner as the Passover Lamb presented in the 
book Exodus.   
 

On Wednesday evening after Jesus is now dead on the cross, as the sun is going 
down,  came Joseph of Aramethea to Pilate to claim the body of Jesus. Remember, 
according to biblical time, once the sun goes down on Wednesday it will now be 
Thursday the fifteenth which starts the first day of THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED 
BREAD, it was a "High day", a Sabbath day in which no work was to be done, see Lev 
23 chapter. Even though it was a Sabbath, Joseph and Nicodimus had to hurry to take the 
body down from the cross and prepare it for burial. They wrapped it in clean linen with 
about a hundred pounds of spices. They rested for the remainder of the High Sabbath, the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread. Wednesday was the day of preparation for the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread which is confused with Friday, the normal preparation day for the 
regular Seventh Day Sabbath. 
 

Christ talks about himself being in the grave for 3 days and 3 nights, Matt 12:40. 
It is true, that the grave was “already” empty before the Sun came up on Sunday morning. 
When the women arrived they were informed by the Angel of God, “He is Risen, He is 
not here!  
 

Jesus’ crucifixion was on a Wednesday, the fourteenth day of Nisan, and he was 
killed at the same time as the Old Testament Passover Lamb. He was placed in the grave 
by 6 pm.  
 

6 pm Wednesday to 6 pm Thursday = one day 
 
6 pm Thursday to 6 pm Friday = two days 
 
6 pm Friday to 6 pm Saturday = three days and three nights (72 hours).  

 
Therefore we now understand that He was raised before Sunday morning. More 

importantly than the time was the fact that he rose! Nonetheless, it is always important to 
have the knowledge of when. Prior to A.D. 325, Easter was celebrated on different days 
of the week to coincide with the Jewish Passover, therefore there was not a "Good 
Friday" before that time. In 325 A.D., Constantine the Great, the first Roman emperor to 
be converted to Christianity convened the Council of Nicaea that issued the Easter Rule, 
which states that Easter shall be celebrated on the first Sunday after the full moon 
following the vernal equinox. Two points were made by the council; ( 1) Easter should be 
celebrated on the same day by all, and (2) Jewish custom was not the criterion to be 
followed. Shortly after the council, Constantine wrote a letter to those bishops that were 
not present stating "Relative to the Sacred festival of Easter...it was declared to be 
particularity unworthy for this Holiest of all festivals to follow the customs of the Jews. 
According to Constantine, we ought not therefore, to have anything in common with the 
Jews. 


